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Look at the sky at night.

You can see many stars.
Stars are bright lights in  
the sky.

Stars are far, far away.
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Some stars are big and some 
stars are little.

This star is little.
It is called a Red Dwarf star.

There are lots and lots of Red 
Dwarf stars.
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This star is a medium-sized 
star.

It is called a Yellow star.

The sun is a Yellow star.
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This star is called a Blue 
Giant star. It is the biggest 
and brightest star of all.

Most of the stars we see at 
night are Blue Giant stars.
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Some stars make a pattern  
in the sky. 

This is Matariki.



XR404 11



12 XR404

This is the Southern Cross.
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Some of the bright lights we 
see in the sky at night are not 
stars.

Sometimes we can see the 
planets.

This is the planet Venus and 
the moon.
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Look at the sky at night.
What a beautiful sight!



Discuss with your student

1. Which are the brightest stars?

2. Why are most of the stars we see at 
night Blue Giant stars?

3. Why is the smallest star called a Red 
Dwarf star?

4. When Matariki is seen in the winter 
sky, people celebrate the beginning 
of the new year. What happens in 
your community at Matariki?

5. The Southern Cross has been used by 
people to find their  way. What else 
do you know about the constellation 
of the Southern Cross?




